VET is a short way of saying Vocational Education and Training

VOCAT/ONAL = JOB/WORK/EMPLOYMENT
EDUCAT/ON

& = LEARNING

TRA/N/NG

VET is about learning how to do a job/work ... and we offer it to
students as VETDSS (Vocational Education and Training Delivered to
Secondary Students), whilst they are at school.

What is the VET Cluster?

The VET Cluster is a partnership between over 50 secondary schools

and more than 8 training providers (RTOs), including Federation TAFE.
Together, we give Year 10—12 students access to VET programs that
combine classroom learning and hands-on training, delivered by industry
experts in real-world environments.

School Approval

Your school VET Coordinator helps you choose and must approve the VET
program that best suits your goals.

Who You Learn From
You'll learn from industry professionals (program teachers) who:

Work in their trade
Are trained to teach adults
Have a Working With Children Check

You may have more than one teacher during your program.

Who You Learn With

You'll study alongside students from different schools and build new
connections.

When You Learn

Classes run during the school week as part of your timetable.
Days and times depend on the program.

Where You Learn

Training usually happens in real workplace settings.
Locations vary — see individual program pages for details.

I’m proud to represent the HLLEN
VET Cluster and support students
as they take their first steps into the
world of work — while still at school.

Our programs focus on building
confidence and developing essential
life skills, including communication,
teamwork, problem solving, initiative
and adaptability — skills that prepare
students for success beyond school.

Students learn from industry
specialist teachers throughout the
year. These qualified trainers bring
valuable real-world experience
into the classroom, which is a key
strength of our programs.

Over the past two years (2025—
2026), students have rated our
programs an average of 4.16 out of
5 stars — a reflection of their quality
and impact.

NN

Since | began in this role four years
ago, enrolments have doubled and
more schools have joined the Cluster.
In 2026, we delivered 31 first-year
programs across 51 classes.

Even more programs will be
available in 2027. This Program
Guide offers a wide range of
opportunities to help turn interests
into real possibilities and shape a
future that’s right for you.

Get yourselfi_@
into VET

Sheree Chevalier
VET Cluster Partnership Manager
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Why study VET? Which VET?
Applications open Monday 3 August 2026 at 9am

Why Study a VET Program?

Studying a VET program is required for students completing the VCE Vocational
Major (VCE-VM) and optional for VCE, Year 10, and Victorian Pathways Certificate
(VPC) students.

Students choose VET programs for a range of reasons, including:

Employment
Develop practical skills to prepare for full-time, part-time, or casual work.

Further Study
Pathways to apprenticeships, further certificates, and potential support for ATAR
outcomes.

Personal Interest
Explore interests, build confidence, and enjoy hands-on learning.

Which VET Program?

Choose a program by thinking about:

*  Your interests and strengths

° (Careers you may enjoy

+  Skills you want to develop

* Future job opportunities

» If the day/time of program fits with your school timetable

*  Whether a Certificate Il or Il suits you

Certificate Il or Certificate IlI?

A Certificate Il is an entry-level qualification that builds foundation skills and
prepares students for routine work.

A Certificate Ill develops more specialised, job-ready skills for a specific career.
Many adults study at this level.

Both of these Certificates (full or partial) provide a strong pathway to further
study, apprenticeships, or employment.

Completing a Certificate Il or il is also a valuable addition to a resume.

Full or partial Certificate completion?

Some programs are offered as partial completion because there isn’t enough time
to complete all units while at school. In some cases, students can continue and
finish the remaining units after school.
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One or Two-Year
Programs?
Your VET program choice usually

depends on how many years of
school you have left.

The VET Cluster preferred order for
selection:

ONE-YEAR PROGRAMS
Year 12 - Year 10 - Year 11

TWO-YEAR PROGRAMS
Year 11 -> Year 10 - Year 12

So, in 2027, if you are in:

YEAR 12 (VCE & VCE-VM)

One-year programs are
recommended, as you have one year
of secondary school remaining.

YEAR 11 (VCE & VCE-VM)

Two-year programs are
recommended, as you have two years
of secondary schooling remaining.

YEAR 10

You can choose either one or two-
year programs, as you have more
time at school to complete your
studies.

VPC Students:

One and two-year Certificate I
programs may be suitable.

Extension Programs (One-Year):
These programs are for students who
have already completed a one-year
program in the same industry and
want to continue building their skills.

Note: Schools must approve your VET
program preferences before your application
is considered.



Units of Competency & Assessment

Units of Competency (UoC)

VET programs are made up of Units of Competency. These are like subjects and
outline the skills and knowledge needed for a specific job. The majority of VET
programs are nationally recognised across Australia and a few in Victoria.

Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S)

Many programs include important safety training. Students must attend and pass
these units early, as scheduled, to ensure a safe learning environment. Missing
these sessions (for example, due to family holidays) may affect your place in the
program.

Assessment

Students are assessed by industry professional Program Teachers as either
Satisfactory or Not Yet Satisfactory. There are no percentage grades or letter marks
—students are deemed either competent or not yet competent.

Students should aim to achieve a Satisfactory result for each task so they can
be assessed competent for each Unit.

It is the student’s responsibility to complete and submit their own work
on time.

For two-year programs, students must successfully complete all first-year units
before they are enrolled into the second year of their program.

Certificate Completion Outcomes

When you enrol in a VET program, you may complete either the full certificate or
achieve partial completion. You get a Statement of Attainment for full or partial
completion as it recognises the units you have successfully completed and can still
support future study, apprenticeships, or employment.

Full Certificate Completion

This means you successfully complete all required units in the program and are
awarded the full Certificate Il or Certificate Ill qualification.

Scored Assessment

Scored Assessment (i.e. course
assessed work, a final exam and
study score) is available for some VET
Programs including:

Allied Health Assistance
Dance

Engineering

Equine

Information Technology
Music (Sound Production)
Music (Performance)
Screen and Media

Sport, Aquatics and Recreation

Students can choose not to sit the
end of year exam, in agreeance with
their school and guardians. Contact
your school for more information.
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Student Success

Attendance & Student Success

Student success is possible when the student attends class and completes all work
to a satisfactory level.

Class Attendance

Every class matters. Attendance is recorded as part of state and national
requirements for VET programs. Students are expected to attend their scheduled
VET classes, even if their home school has:

*  Student-free days
°  Camps or excursions
* School sporting events

If a student misses class due to a school camp or extended illness, they must
contact their VET teacher to arrange catch-up work.

Notifying Absence

Students (as part of adult learning) must notify, before class starts, absences
to their:

*  home school, and
* VET Program Teacher

If a student is absent, late, or leaves early, SMS text notifications will be sent to
parents/guardians and email notifications will be sent to their school.

Getting the Work Done
To succeed in your VET program:

* Take partin class and stay focused

*  Follow your teacher’s instructions and ask for help if needed
* Bring required materials (e.g. laptop, pen, paper)

*  Complete and submit all work on time

* Be prepared for some homework

* Check your phone during breaks, not during class

¢ Communicate regularly with your teacher

Think of your VET class like a long job interview — your Program Teacher may be
able to provide a reference for future employment.
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Behaviour Expectations

VET programs are delivered in an
adult learning environment.

Students are expected to
demonstrate respectful and
responsible behaviour at all times
—during classes, breaks, and when
travelling to and from VET.

VET Class rules

Students must follow the rules set
by their VET program teacher. Many
programs are taught by more than
one program teacher because they
are industry specialists. They are not
replacement teachers and should be
treated with respect. Generally there
is a lead teacher for each class.

Bullying is not tolerated and is a VET
Cluster classroom rule. It is a serious
health and safety issue and is not
acceptable in any setting, including
school, VET, or the workplace.

Consequences

Students not following OH&S rules
may be exited from VET programs, to
ensure all in class feel safe to learn.

More Information
is in the back
of this guide,

or speak with your
school VET
Coordinator.




Apply for a VET Cluster Program

Submit an online Expression of Interest (EOI)

Applications open Monday 3 August 2026, 9.00am

Apply early for your 2027 program

Programs run based on demand — low enrolments may mean a program does not run, while high demand may allow
additional classes where possible. Students must state the Year level you are in for 2027.

Example: If you are in Year 10 in 2026, you will be in Year 11 in 2027. When asked for your Curriculum Year, you must
select Year 11.

COMMUNICATE Check with your school VET Coordinator before you complete this
WITH YOUR VET o) (o) online application, to make sure you are following your school’s
COORDINATOR \5\.&/ policy. Discuss the program/s that interest you. Have a second choice
T in case you cannot get into your preferred program.

All students require an EOI to be considered for a VET Cluster
program and every application needs school approval.

APPLY FOR A If you haven’t got one, you need to apply for one.

UNIQUE STUDENT Uniique Go to www.usi.gov.au

IDENTIFIER (USI) @gm Student Tip: The USI number stays with you for life, so use your personal
NUMBER Identifier  emgil address, not your school address.

Write down your USI number here and perhaps add it as a
Contact on your phone, under USI.

READ ALL With your parent/guardian, go to
RELEVANT www.highlandsllen.org/vet-cluster

DOCUMENTS Read any relevant documentation, including the current Program

Guide, Enrolment Information and Privacy Collection Notice.

FILL OUT YOUR Click on www.highlandsllen.org/vet-cluster
EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST (EOI)

Locate First Year Applications and click on Apply Now. You should
see ‘Submit Expression of Interest’

Complete all details, including your US/. Make sure your email is
correct and it is an email address you check regularly.

Make sure your Curriculum Year and Certificate response is for
the correct YEAR. Ensure all sections are completed, including
confidential medical information. Please also indicate if you have
an Individual Education Plan, as this helps your Program Teacher
understand how you learn best.

GAIN PARENT Your parent/guardian will need to provide a digital signature (typed)
CONSENT as a consent.

Select the program you want (make sure you click on the program for
2027). If you have a program as a Second preference, type it in the
Notes section, below the Programs/Class Schedules.

SUBMIT YOUR Click Submit.
EXPRESSION OF

Note: Your EOI does not guarantee you a place in your preferred
INTEREST (EOI)

program.
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What happens next

HOME SCHOOL APPROVAL

Your application must be approved by your school through the VET Cluster
Database before it can progress.

PREFERRED STUDENT SELECTION PROCESS
(YEAR 10 AND VCE, VCE-VM)

Year 12 | Year 10 | Year 11
Two Year programs: Year 11 | Year 10 | Year 12

Applications are date and time stamped. Students who apply earlier have a higher
chance of gaining a place in their preferred program. VPC students are welcome to
apply for Certificate Il programs, please discuss with your school.

CHECK YOUR EMAIL INBOX
By the end of August, the selection process has started and conditional program
acceptances are emailed.

LLND Assessment (Language, Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Skills)
RTOs will email students, asking them to complete the LLND assessment. All
students enrolling in a VET program are required to complete the LLND before
program commencement. In simple terms, it means the basic skills you need to
learn and work, such as:

Language — understanding and using spoken or written English

Literacy — reading and writing

Numeracy — using maths in everyday situations

Digital skills — using computers and technology (when included)

The above skills help students successfully complete their training and do their job
well. The LLND assessment is a compliance requirement under national training
standards for Registered Training Organisations (RTOs). It ensures students have
the foundation skills needed to understand course content, work safely, and
successfully complete their training. It is not a pass or fail test. The results are
used by Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) and schools to confirm the
program is at an appropriate level, identify any support needs, and assess whether
reasonable adjustments can help the student succeed. Where needed, additional
support may be provided by the school or an alternative pathway recommended
to best support the student.

Interviews

Students may be required to attend an interview with the Training Provider/RTO
as outlined in the program page information. If this applies, the RTO will contact
the student and guardian by email. Overall, the RTO makes the final enrolment
decision, and your school VET Coordinator can help guide you through the process.

Emails will be sent to students and guardians about being accepted into programs,
LLND, and if any interviews are required. Many emails are generated through the
VET Cluster Database as well as from the RTO.

CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR APPLICATION
By the end of Term 3, if you have not received an email, contact your VET
Coordinator for an update on your application.

BEFORE CLASSES START

e RTO Enrolment requirements | Students complete enrolment requirements
with the Training Provider (RTO) to officially confirm their place. This is usually
completed online.

e Induction/Orientation | Students attend an induction/orientation in
November to learn about the program, visit the training venue, meet trainers
and students from other schools, and ask questions.
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Important 2026/2027
dates for VET Cluster
programs

MONDAY 3 AUGUST 2026

Applications open at 9.00am via
online Expression of Interest (EOI).

MONDAY 17 AUGUST 2026

Acceptance/offers begin once
classes reach minimum numbers.
Offers continue throughout the year.

THURSDAY 26 AND/OR FRIDAY
27 NOVEMBER 2026

Student Induction/Orientation.
Attendance is required. Details
provided by Training Providers via
email.

THURSDAY 4 OR FRIDAY
5 FEBRUARY 2027

1st Year classes commence.
Attendance is required.

Late enrolments may not be accepted
for many programs.

CHECK YOUR
EMAIL

FOR UPDATES



